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Garden of the Coastal Plain announces name 
change to Botanic Garden to reflect plans for 
growth 
OCTOBER 14, 2015 
After months of planning, the Garden of the Coastal Plain at Georgia Southern University now has a 
new name, the Botanic Garden at Georgia Southern University, and with it, a dynamic new plan for 
growth. The Botanic Garden’s new vision will enhance the visitor experience and educational 
opportunities through additional gardens, and will attract patrons from across the state and region.   
“We needed a name and a brand that sets us apart from other gardens, tells everyone where we 
are, and will grow as we do,” says Lisa Laun, president of the Garden’s Board of Advisors. 
Garden leadership worked with design firm Perkins + Will and community members to conceptualize 
a master plan for new gardens, which includes a labyrinth, a new multilevel children’s garden, 
accessible trails, an orchard and paths that climb through meadows and wander through wetland 
gardens. The Garden’s showpiece will be a tower, loosely inspired by the native Coastal Plain pitcher 
plant, which visitors may climb via a spiral staircase to reach viewing balconies along the way and 
an expansive view of the Garden at the top. Built into every aspect of the plan are educational 
opportunities. 
“We’ve already started measuring,” says Robert Randolph, the Garden’s associate director. “This 
plan won’t be sitting on a shelf. We’ve begun solving problems like visibility, parking and a beautiful, 
safe and easy to find entrance.” 
“In addition to local folks who have become part of the Garden family, we’re attracting people from 
Savannah and travelers from the I-95 corridor,” added Carolyn Altman, director of the Garden. 
“They are all impressed with what the Garden offers, and we want them to go home and tell 
everyone that the Garden is a must-see destination. The Garden will use the special story already 
here to create a magical place for the future.” 
Aspire, the fundraising plan for the project, has already begun. 
“It’s going to take all of us to make this happen,” said Altman. “This is our chance to do something 
really special that will last a long time.”   
The public may examine and learn more about the Garden’s new plan on Oct. 23, from 2 to 7 p.m., 
and Oct. 24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Garden’s popular Fall Plant Sale. The sale and reveal will 
take place at the Garden’s Heritage Pavilion, 1505 Bland Avenue. 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125 degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelors, masters and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 
approach to education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Fashion Show Hits the Runway 
this October 
OCTOBER 19, 2015 
 
The Office of International Programs & Services is hosting the Second Annual International Fashion 
Show and Bazaar on Tuesday, Oct. 27, at 7:30 p.m. in the Russell Union Ballroom. 
The runway will showcase globally evolving fashion from various parts of the world including India, 
Bangladesh, Egypt, Morocco, Ghana, Nigeria, Germany, China, South Korea, Japan, Honduras, 
Ecuador and Mexico among other countries. The fashions chosen represent not only aesthetic 
appeal, but also demonstrate originality and creativity. The show will feature global fashion trends 
from University international students and student models. 
Live performances, a food bazaar and door prizes will accompany the show, and a reception will be 
held afterwards. 
The International Fashion Show is hosted by the Office of International Programs & Services (IPS). 
MAC in Belk is providing all makeup for the event. This event is free and open to the public. 
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Georgia Southern conference designed to 
inspire H.O.P.E. in HIV/AIDS care to rural 
communities 
OCTOBER 19, 2015 
Georgia Southern University, in partnership with the Georgia Department of Public Health, will host 
the 4th Annual Rural HIV Research and Training Conference on Friday, Oct. 23, through Saturday, 
Oct. 24, at the Coastal Georgia Center in Savannah.  
Over recent years, HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment has been on the cutting edge of research in 
public health sectors. According to the National Rural Health Association, rural areas comprise five to 
eight percent of HIV cases in the United States, with a majority of those affected in the southern 
region of the country. 
This two-day collaborative forum brings together a variety of professionals in health-related fields to 
address HIV/AIDS prevention, intervention, research and care. Key speakers and participants will 
share innovative strategies and discuss unique challenges in providing HIV/AIDS treatment, 
especially to those in rural communities. This year’s conference will focus on H.O.P.E., which 
represents 
 Health care – medical, social, and psychological realities in HIV/AIDS research 
 Opportunities – save lives with the latest in emerging research into HIV/AIDS care 
 Prevention – tools for primary care, mental health and social services 
 Empowerment – advocacy, prevention and intervention in rural communities 
“During its fourth year, our goal for the Rural HIV Research and Training Conference is to provide an 
open forum to provide tools for professionals to use in the prevention and care of HIV/AIDS in our 
rural communities,” said conference chair Fayth Parks, Ph.D. Parks is also a licensed psychologist 
and she is an associate professor of Leadership, Technology and Human Development in the 
University’s College of Education. 
The program will include Linda H. Scruggs, director of The Ribbon Consulting Group (RCG), as the 
keynote speaker sponsored by Bristol-Myers Squibb. Scruggs serves as a national leader with 20 
years of experience working with women, men, families and youth impacted by health disparities 
including HIV and AIDS. Her work has led her to speak in front of heads of state including former 
President Bill Clinton, to be honored by President Barack Obama, and to travel to villages in South 
Africa. 
Other featured speakers include Gregory S. Felzien, M.D., AAHIVS, medical advisor for Health 
Protection, Infectious Disease and Immunization and HIV at the Georgia Department of Public 
Health (DPH); Sally Jue, M.S.W., from the American Psychological Association Office on AIDS; and 
Pat Gunn, master storyteller from the Geechee Institute. 
Registration is highly encouraged for all health care providers including physicians, nurse 
practitioners, physician assistants, case managers, public health workers, psychologists, counselors, 
social workers, family therapists, educators, advocates, community leaders and policymakers. 
Registration fee is $160. For more information, please contact Georgia Southern Continuing 
Education at 912-478-5555 or visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/conted.  
Credits applied for include Continuing Medical Education (CME), Georgia Nurses Association (GNA), 
National Association of Social Workers, Georgia Chapter (NASW-GA), Licensed Professional 
Counselors Association (LPCA) and Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES). 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125 degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelors, masters and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 
approach to education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Department of Music Hosts Southern 
Invitational Choral Competition and Festival 
on Oct. 23 
OCTOBER 16, 2015 
Georgia Southern University’s Department of Music will host the Southern Invitational Choral 
Competition and Festival on Friday, Oct. 23. In its inaugural year, the state competition features 
some of the top high school choirs from across Georgia. Choirs will perform periodically throughout 
the day from 10 a.m. through 6 p.m. in Georgia Southern’s Performing Arts Center (PAC), 847 Plant 
Drive.  
The choral competition will be capped off by the Gala Awards Ceremony during which the panel of 
nationally recognized choral adjudicators will award several outstanding groups from the 
competition, leading up to the awarding of the grand prize. The Gala will feature performances by 
Georgia Southern University’s choral ensembles, including the Southern Chorale, and will begin at 
7:30 p.m. in the PAC.  
Admission to the competition and Gala Awards Ceremony is open to the public and free.  
The College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS) is the largest of the eight colleges that make 
up Georgia Southern University, and it plays a central role in every student’s core of knowledge. 
CLASS, also described as the University’s College of the Creative Mind, prepares students to achieve 
academic excellence, develop their analytical skills, enhance their creativity and embrace their 
responsibilities as citizens of their communities, their nations and the world. CLASS offers more than 
20 undergraduate degrees and several interdisciplinary minors from its 11 departments and five 
academic centers. CLASS offers eight master’s degrees, two graduate certificates and one doctoral 
degree.  For more information, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/CLASS 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125 degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelors, masters and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 
approach to education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu 
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Mock Mediation Club Tallies Eight Awards at 
Regional Tournament 
OCTOBER 13, 2015 
 
The Georgia Southern University Mock Mediation Club received eight awards after two days 
of competition at the Regional Mediation Tournament in Gainesville, Ga. 
The Mock Mediation Club received four top-20 advocate awards, 2 top-10 individual mediator 
awards, a top-6 team in the advocate/client team category award, and a top-6 team in the 
mediation team category award. 
The tournament hosted its largest field in its 13-year history and was hosted by Brenau University. 
Across the board, Georgia Southern Mock Mediation Club ranked in both advocacy and mediation. 
The student-led organization has received nearly 50 awards since its founding in the fall of 2013. 
The College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences is the largest of the eight colleges that make up 
Georgia Southern University, and it plays a central role in every student’s core of knowledge. CLASS, 
also described as the University’s College of the Creative Mind, prepares students to achieve 
academic excellence, develop their analytical skills, enhance their creativity, and embrace their 
responsibilities as citizens of their communities, their nations, and the world. CLASS offers more 
than 20 undergraduate degrees and several interdisciplinary minors from its 11 departments and 
five academic centers. CLASS offers eight master’s degrees, two graduate certificates, and one 
doctoral degree. 
For more information visit: http://class.georgiasouthern.edu/ 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125-degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelors, masters, and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 
approach to education. GeorgiaSouthern.edu 
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Grand Re-Opening of the U.S. National Tick 
Collection October 28, 2015 
OCTOBER 16, 2015 
The entire Georgia Southern University community is invited to join the James H. Oliver, Jr. Institute 
for Coastal Plain Science in celebration of the Grand Re-Opening of the U.S. National Tick Collection 
(USNTC) on Wednesday, October 28, 2015 from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Math/Physics Building, Room 
1022. Curators of the collection will be available to answer questions and light refreshments will be 
provided. 
The USNTC is the largest continuously curated tick collection in the World with over a million 
specimens and about one-third of the World’s primary tick types. Its taxonomic breadth is 
enormous, including 96% of recognized tick species (approx. 900 spp.) and all U.S. tick species. 
The USNTC has a remarkable history that began in 1905 at the Rocky Mountain Laboratory in 
Hamilton, Montana, where H.T. Ricketts discovered the role of ticks in the transmission of Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever. Investigations into the transmission cycle of the disease intensified and 
involved extensive tick collecting. These ticks were deposited at the newly created Rocky Mountain 
Lab and constituted the initial core of the USNTC.  The collection was donated to the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of Natural History in 1983. Due to the foresight and efforts of Drs. 
James H. Oliver and James E. Keirans, the collection moved to GSU on a long-term enhancement 
loan from the Smithsonian Institution in 1990 and it has remained at GSU ever since.   
The U.S. National Tick Collection has been closed to tours and visitors since November 2014 as it 
expanded into newly-acquired and newly-renovated space in the Math/Physics Building. The facilities 
obtained in Math/Physics represent a significant upgrade for this extensive and important collection 
by providing more space for specimens, storage, and research, as well as improved fire protection. 
On campus directions to the USNTC are provided below. For any further questions contact Daniel 
Gleason (Phone: 912-478-5957, email: dgleason@georgiasouthern.edu), Director, James H. Oliver, 
Jr. Institute for Coastal Plain Science. 
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Staff Council Warm Clothing Drive Kicks Off 
This Week 
OCTOBER 19, 2015 
 
Staff Council is conducting its 5th Annual Warm Clothing Drive Monday, Oct. 19 through Friday, Nov. 
20.  Please donate any new or gently used cold weather clothing and accessories that you no longer 
need to this worthy cause. 
If you have any questions, please contact Erin Shuman at eshuman@georgiasouthern.edu. 
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